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March 7, 2008

Mr, Seott Couch

Division of Financial Assistance
State Water Resources Control Board
10061 [ Street, 16™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Couch:

We are writing in support of San Diego’s application for Round 2, Step 2 funding from the
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) program. The San Diego Region IRWM Plan
reflects the spirit of integrated regional water management — public and private stakeholders
coming together to develop a complete plan.and grant application.

The IRWM Plan serves a large population ~ close to three million residents and is lad by the City
of San Diego, the County of San Diego, and the San Diego County Water Authority. In addition
to three public agencies, there is a Regional Advizory Committee (RAC) with 27 members who
provided input and approved the final IRWMP and grant request submitted for review. The
RAC represents a diverse cross section of interests from the San Diego region, including
significant participation from local environmental groups, San Diego’s diverse terrain and
geographic location create significant water supply reliability and quality challenges that require
bold solutions and cooperation both from public and private entities.

The San Diego Region is comprised of eleven watersheds that discharge fo coastal bays,
estuaries, lagoons and the ocean. The region has more rare, threateped, end endangered plant
and animal species that any comparable land area within the continental United States, The
IRWM Plan is essential for the region to meet requirements of the San Diego Multiple Species
Conservation Program (MSCP) and Multiple Habitat Conservation Program (MHCP)
agreements. The IRWM Plan offers real solutions to San Diego’s water supply challenges.

San Diego’s IRWM Plan includes 160 projects that include a wide array of water supply, water
system reliability, water quality protection, pollution prevention, storm runoff contro), habitat
protection and enhancement, wetlands, creation, non-native species control, land conservation,

flood control, water-hased recreation, data coliection, stakeholder outreach, and public cducation
Projects. .

CAPITOL Oreee cHULA VISTA OFFIGE IMPERIAN VALLLY OFFILE ) COACMELLA UNLLEY CPricR

STATE CAFITOL, ROOM =035 £37 IRD AVENUT, SUITE A1) 1228 STATE STRERT, SUITE D L3390 ENTERFRIEZ wiY, FUITE 14
SACHAMENTQ, CA 05814 CHULA VISTh, SA 2818 FI-SENTRO, TA 23343 COACHELLA, CA 922305
reL 1310 BE.aCaD TEL 18] A0RT6R0 L PTED AREAA42 TEL [780) 9%8.68422

Faj (R1B) 3pF-anzg FAX [E1% £D9.7GEE FaX (780) 3353444 Fax 1760) 398-5470



03/27/7008 13109 EV R CR Al SLOAT HIGEIME JEHTEN FUGE  @z/es

The region’s grant request will fund twenty of the highest priority projects in the Plan. The $25
million request will leverage an unprecedented $353 million in additional funds and will help

it further the development of close to 1.4 million acre-feet of water for the three million residents
of the San Diego region.

We strongly support the twenty projects included in the San Diego IRWM Implementation Grant
pending before you and appreciate your favorable consideration.

Sincerely,

Denise Moreno Christine Kehoe
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March 7, 2008

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Ms. Billington:

We are writing in support of San Diego’s application for Round 2, Step 2 funding from the
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) program. The San Diego Region IRWM Plan
reflects the spirit of integrated regional water management — public and private stakeholders
coming together to develop a complete plan and grant application.

The IRWM Plan scrves a large population ~ close to three million residents and is led by the City
of San Diego, the County of San Diego, and the San Dicgo County Water Authority. In addition
to thtee public agencics, there is a Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) with 27 members who
provided input and approvad the fina] IRWMP and grant request submitted for review. The
RAC represents a diverse cross section of interests from the San Diego region, including
significant participation from local environmental groups. San Diego’s diverse terrain and
geographic location create significant water supply reliability and quality challenges that require
bold solutions and cooperation both from public and private entities.

The San Diego Region'is comprised of eieven watersheds that discharge 1o coastal bays,
estuaries, lagoons and the ocean. The region has more rare, threatened, and endangered plant
and animal specics that any comparablc land area within the continental United States. The
IRWM Plan is essential for the region to meet requirements of the San Disgo Multiple Species
Conservation Program (MSCP) and Multiple Habitat Conservation Program (MHCP)
agreements. The IRWM Plan offers real solutions 1o San Diego’s water supply challenges.

San Diego's IRWM Plan includes 160 projects that include a wide array of water supply, water
system reliability, water quality protection, pellution prevention, storm runoff control, habitat
protection and enhancement, wetlands, creation, non-native species control, land conservation,
flood control, water-based recreation, data collection, stakcholder cutreach, and public education

projects.
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The region’s grant request will fund twenty of the highest priority projects in the Plan, The $25
million request will leverage an unprecedented $353 million in additional funds and will help

e further the development of close to 1.4 million acre-feet of water for the three million residents
of the San Diego region.

We strongly support the twenty projects included in the San Diego IRWM Implementadon Grant
pending before you and appreciate your favorable consideration.
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